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Introduction to the Association 
Architects Without Borders brings together young architects and designers interested in public 
spaces and the social implications of architecture. The association aims to improve the quality of 
public spaces, increase public interest in architectural topics, and initiates and implements 
projects for disadvantaged groups. Since 2019, the organisation has been a member of the 
international network Architectes sans frontières. 
 
 
Topics We Address 
The general public does not perceive architects as a natural part of the process of creating both 
private and public spaces. 
Architects often overlook the social responsibility inherent in their profession.2024.docx 
Public spaces face numerous issues such as neglect, dysfunction, commercialisation, or the 
exclusion of certain social groups. 
 
Our Proposed Solutions 
Educational and popularisation activities about architecture and public spaces and their broader 
connections (organising public lectures, publishing and documentation activities) 
Building contacts with experts from other professions (interdisciplinary cooperation) 
Initiating and implementing projects in public spaces. 

 
"We care deeply about the environment we live in. We try to use our knowledge and abilities to 

cultivate our surroundings and help create conditions for a contented life."​
Karolína Kripnerová and Vojtěch Sigmund, Founders of the Association 

 
 
Overview of Our Activities 
Lectures, Publications, Exhibitions 
Workshops, Films 
Initiating Changes, Consultations 
Participation 
Organisation and Moderation of Discussions 
 
 
Highlights of This Year 
🚀 Organised the international meeting of Architects Without Borders 
⛺ Exhibition 'Whose Problem Is It? Homelessness Between Prague and New York' at VIPER 
Gallery 
🎤Lectures, walks, discussions, guided tours for schools as part of the exhibition 

 Participatory workshop on the Janov housing estate in cooperation with MY Litvínov 
📚Collaboration with the Municipal Library on guided walks along Vinohradská avenue 
📃Lecture at the Architecture Gallery in Brno concerning architects' work in excluded localities 
✅Organisational changes – expansion and election of a new board 
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Activities in the International Organisation Architecture Sans Frontières International 

International Meeting of Architecture Sans Frontières International (ASF-Int) Members in 
Prague 
13. – 15. 9. 2024  

Organised by: Architects Without Borders, ASF INT​
In cooperation with: ICWD CTU, Surya Civic Association, Faculty of Civil Engineering CTU 
 
In October 2024, the annual meeting of the international ASF International organisation was held 
in the atrium of the Faculty of Civil Engineering at the Czech Technical University in Prague. The 
programme included an exhibition, expert presentations, and an interactive workshop, open not 
only to members of national chapters but also to the broader public.2024.docx 
A key part of the programme was the international ASF exhibition, where member organisations 
from various countries presented their work on a series of posters. Visitors could explore diverse 
projects connecting architecture with social and environmental responsibility.​
The event commenced with a Get Together session, in which representatives of various 
organisations introduced their activities through brief dynamic presentations. This block enabled 
participants to become acquainted and establish new contacts. 
A major highlight was the World Café format workshop, during which mixed groups discussed 
topical issues—such as possibilities for reconstruction following demolition. Participants shared 
experiences, sought joint solutions, and presented the results of their discussions to all 
attendees. 
 
Team: Vojtěch Sigmund, Markéta Jestřábová, Anna Králová, David Knížek 
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Fig. Conference poster, author Jakub Mikuláštík 

 

Fig. Conference participants (Photo: Facebook ASF International) 
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Fig. Snapshot from the presentation of individual organizations (Photo: Jakub Zuzula) 

 

Fig. Opening of the exhibition showcasing the activities of individual organizations (Photo: Jakub 
Zuzula),  

Team: Vojtěch Sigmund, Markéta Jestřábová, Anna Králová, David Knížek 
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Exhibition: Whose Problem Is It? Homelessness Between Prague and New York 

14 March 2024 – 4 May 2024, VI PER Gallery 
 
The exhibition 'Whose Problem Is It?' was created as a collaboration between architect Karolína 
Kripnerová and artist Janek Rous, both of whom have long engaged with social topics such as 
housing shortage, exclusion, and homelessness, from both architectural and contemporary art 
perspectives. The impulse for the exhibition was Karolína’s research residency in New York in 
spring 2023, funded by a Fulbright scholarship at the Community Solutions organisation, which 
broadened the topic by including the American context.2024.docx 
The exhibition explored homelessness and housing insecurity through four thematic lenses, 
drawing on both Czech (European) and New York (American) contexts. Insights from New York 
offered a broader understanding of social issues and suggested ways to alter the trajectory of 
developments in Europe. The main sections addressed: 

1.​ The visibility of homelessness in public space 
2.​ Who is a person without a home? 
3.​ Myths about affordable housing and homelessness 
4.​ New York racism and targeted social exclusion 

The final part presented two paths: where things might lead if society continues to deny the 
housing crisis and homelessness as problems, and where progress may come if society accepts 
ownership of these issues, stimulating discussion and action toward change. 
 
Team: Karolína Kripnerová, Janek Rous (Artyčok.TV) 

 

 
More about the exhibition at web 
For more information, visit  blog 
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https://www.vipergallery.org/vystava/ci-je-problem-bezdomovectvi-mezi-prahou-new-yorkem
https://www.vipergallery.org/storage/app/uploads/public/661/f7e/9f7/thumb_3663_700x0_0_0_auto.jpg


 
 
 
 
 

 
Fig. View of the entrance area of the exhibition (Photo: Anna Ritterová (Studio Flusser)) 
 

 
Fig. View of the thematic section of the exhibition (Photo: Anna Ritterová (Studio Flusser)) 
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Fig. Photo of the exhibition (Photo: Anna Ritterová (Studio Flusser)) 
Team: Karolína Kripnerová, Janek Rous (Artyčok.TV) 
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Guided Tours of the Exhibition 

During the exhibition, twenty guided tours for the general public were held, attended by 
primary and secondary school pupils as well as university students (architectural and 
non-architectural). Special tours were done for a Fulbright Commission delegation and 
representatives of the Prague 1 administration and social curators. 

Team: Karolína Kripnerová, Janek Rous (Artyčok.TV) 

 
 

 
Fig. Pupils from Archa Elementary School (Photo: VI PER Gallery) 
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Fig. Students from Archip University (Photo: ABH Archive) 
 

 
Fig. International students from FSV UK (Photo: to be added) 
Team: Karolína Kripnerová, Janek Rous (Artyčok.TV) 
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Housing Inaccessibility in the Czech Republic – Whose Problem Is It? Accompanying program, 
discussion 
April 9, 2024,  VI PER Gallery 
 
A discussion with Barbora Bírová and David Valouch took place as part of the accompanying 
program for the exhibition Whose Problem Is It? Homelessness Between Prague and New York. 
What is the current situation with housing affordability in the Czech Republic? Do we have social 
housing? What is Housing First and can we find this approach in the Czech Republic? Why was 
the Platform for Social Housing created, what are its current activities, and what is the goal of the 
Za bydlení (For Housing) initiative? We will discuss these and other questions with Barbora 
Bírová, director of the Platform for Social Housing, and David Valouch, advisor for Housing First 
and ending homelessness. 
 
Barbora Bírová is the director of the Platform for Social Housing and co-author of the publication 
"Systemic Solutions to the Housing Crisis for Families and Individuals at the Municipal Level: 
Suggestions and Recommendations for Cities and Municipalities with High Levels of Housing 
Crisis," which serves as a practical guide for officials and politicians on setting up a system to 
reduce the housing crisis in municipalities. She has long been involved in the issue of systemic 
ending homelessness. (Note: B. Bírová fell ill on the day of the event and was replaced by press 
spokesman Petr Schovánek). 
 
David Valouch is an advisor on ending homelessness and a Housing First advisor. He has long 
been involved in developing the Housing First model in the Czech Republic and helps teams 
implement projects.  
 

 
Photo: Discussion on homelessness 
Team: Karolína Kripnerová, Janek Rous (Artyčok.TV) 
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Homelessness in Prague – Whose Problem Is It? Accompanying program, discussion 
April 23, 2024,  VI PER Gallery 
 
A discussion with Ester Pacltová and Aleš Strnad took place as part of the accompanying 
program for the exhibition Whose Problem Is It? Homelessness Between Prague and New York. 
What is the current state of homelessness and care for homeless people in Prague? How has the 
situation developed and where is it heading now? And where can we find inspiration? What is the 
mission of the organizations Naděje and Místní místním? We will discuss these and other 
questions with Ester Pacltová (Místní místním) and Aleš Strnad (Naděje). 
 
Ester Pacltová is the co-founder and director of the non-governmental organization Místní 
místním. She has experience working with homeless people from various non-profit 
organizations, has worked at the Ministry of Labor and Social Affairs, and has dealt with migration 
issues abroad. In 2023, she published the book Bez Předsudků (Without Prejudice) with Místní 
místním. 
 
Aleš Strnad has been dealing with the issue of homelessness since 2000. He works at the 
Prague branch of the Naděje organization. He is the co-author of the book Bezdomovectví v 
kontextu ambulantních sociálních služeb (Homelessness in the Context of Outpatient Social 
Services). He considers educational and lecture activities on the topic of homelessness to be 
beneficial, important, and necessary. 
 

 
Photo: Discussion with Ester and Aleš 
Team: Karolína Kripnerová, Janek Rous (Artyčok.TV) 
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Housing Crisis – Whose Problem Is It? Accompanying program, discussion 
April 9, 2024, Galerie VI PER 
 
The last accompanying program for the exhibition Whose Problem Is It? Homelessness Between 
Prague and New York – a guided tour for politicians and the public. A discussion will follow at 7 
p.m. 
 
This time, the discussion will focus primarily on the upcoming housing support bill. Pavla Pivoňka 
Vaňková (STAN) and Zuzana Freitas Lopesová (Pirates Party) have accepted invitations to 
participate in the discussion. 
 
 
 

 
Fig. Photo from the discussion with the politician (photo credit Galerie VI PER) 
 
Team: Karolína Kripnerová, Janek Rous (Artyčok.TV) 
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A walk through hostile architecture as part of the accompanying program for the exhibition 
Whose Problem Is It? 
April 27, 2024 
Organized by: Architects Without Borders, VI PER 
 
 
As part of the accompanying program for the exhibition "Whose Problem Is It? Homelessness 
Between Prague and New York," we organized a public walk through hostile architecture in the 
center of Prague. 
 
 
 

 

Fig. Course of the walk (Photo: ABH Archive) 
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Excluded Localities 

Participatory Workshop on the Janov Housing Estate (Litvínov) 
Summer–Autumn 2024​
Organised by: Architects Without Borders, MY Litvínov​
In cooperation with: MY Litvínov, Socionaut, Alžběta Petrův, Publicspacelab 

 
In 2024, Architects Without Borders, in cooperation with MY Litvínov and Janov housing estate 
residents, executed a participatory project aimed at improving public space. The project built on 
previous activities (such as a mini film festival) and throughout the year included surveys, 
interviews, and the creation of an emotional map. Suggestions from local residents helped 
identify key areas for intervention. The culmination was a community event where the 
improvement of a particular green area and the installation of benches—recycled from a Prague 
warehouse—was agreed upon, with the appearance and placement of benches decided 
collectively, including voting on colours. 
The project's outcomes included not only tangible improvements to public space but also 
strengthened community ties and involved local residents, especially children and youth, in 
planning and realisation. Although a grant request to the European MARIO fund (supporting 
minorities) was unsuccessful, the organisation continues its efforts in participatory, 
community-driven development. 

Team: Vojtěch Sigmund, Markéta Jestřábová, Jakub Zuzula, Pavlína Suchá 

 

 
The course of the planning workshop, photo by Petr Globočník  
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Poster inviting neighbors to a meeting, author: Filip Červenka 
Planning meeting with locals discussing the design of benches, photo: Pavlína Suchá 
 
Team: Vojtěch Sigmund, Markéta Jestřábová, Jakub Zuzula, Pavlína Suchá 
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Architects in Socially Excluded Localities 
14 March 2024​
Organised by: The Architecture Gallery, Brno 
 
At the beginning of 2024, the association gave a lecture in Brno’s Architecture Gallery on the 
issue of socially excluded localities—areas often stigmatised as "ghettos" or "bad addresses", 
which arise from a mix of social, economic, and planning factors. The lecture emphasised that 
decisions in architecture and urban planning greatly influence these areas, and considered how 
architects can contribute to preventing or alleviating such social exclusion. The association also 
presented its activities in participatory projects in locations such as Bedřiška (Ostrava), Chanov 
(Most), and Janov (Litvínov) 

 

 

 
pfoto: Jakub Zuzula  
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Educational and Popularisation Activities 

Vinohradská 2.0 – Guided Walk on the Future of Vinohradská Avenue 
10 and 19 October 2024​
Organised by: Architects Without Borders​
In cooperation with: Municipal Library, Prague 
 
This walk, co-organised with the Prague Municipal Library, aimed to highlight planned upgrades 
to Vinohradská Avenue—a major city boulevard and key traffic artery linking several parts of 
Prague. The route led participants from Jiřího z Poděbrad Square to Olšany Cemeteries. Initial 
stops focused on the history and redevelopment since the 2015 concept study; subsequent stops 
discussed specific sites, planned and implemented changes, and broader values and challenges. 
Major themes addressed included calming traffic, prioritising pedestrians, accessibility, tram and 
bicycle traffic, upgrading public-space amenities, green infrastructure, and citizen participation. 
 
Team: Anna Králová, David Knížek, Simona Horáková, Karolína Kripnerová 
 

 

The course of the walk (Photo: Jakub Zuzula) 
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(Photo: Jakub Linhart) 
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We also cooperate with … 
 
Arnika 
ASFint - Architecture Sans Frontiéres Interantional 
Armáda spásy  
Architect+ 
Archiweb.cz  
Artyčok.TV  
Auto*mat  
Bezdomovci, lidé jako my  
Den architektury  
FA ČVUT 
Food not bombs  
Galerie VI PER 
Galerie architektury Brno 
Hobohemia  
Charita ČR  
Jako doma 
Jeden svět  
K srdci klíč  
Místní místním 
Městská část Praha 7  
Ministerstvo práce a sociálních věcí  
MriyaUA 
MY Litvínov 
Naděje  
Paměť města  
Plato Ostrava 
Pragulic  
Přestupní stanice  
Publicspace lab 
Spolek Sudetikus  
Ukradená galerie  
Unilever 
Women Public Space  
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Media coverage 

Facebook: We have over 200 posts and 2,105 followers. 
Instagram: We have over 140 posts and 1,490 followers.  
Twitter: 25 tweets, 51 followers 
 
 
Media 

Homelessness between Prague and New York through the eyes of architects 
Radio Proglas, March 23, 2024, Za 5 pět, Hana Scharff 
 
Episode summary:  
How can architects contribute to affordable housing and solving homelessness? How does the 
environment we live in affect us? And what does Europe do better than the US?  
This topic is explored by Karolína Kripnerová, co-founder of the organization Architects Without 
Borders, who lectures on the social aspects of architecture and is always ready to lend a hand to 
a good cause. Hana Scharffová invites you to listen. 
 
https://slovo.proglas.cz/nase-porady/za-pet-pet/bezdomovectvi-mezi-prahou-a-new-yorkem-ocim
a-architektu/ 
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https://slovo.proglas.cz/nase-porady/za-pet-pet/bezdomovectvi-mezi-prahou-a-new-yorkem-ocima-architektu/
https://slovo.proglas.cz/nase-porady/za-pet-pet/bezdomovectvi-mezi-prahou-a-new-yorkem-ocima-architektu/


 
 
 
 
 
International Meeting of Architects Without Borders 
Archiweb, September 14, 2024, Press Release 
 
This article contains an invitation to the ASF INT international meeting. 
 
We would like to invite you to the public part of the upcoming Architecture Sans Frontiéres 
International (ASF-Int) conference, which will take place on September 13-14, 2024. This is an 
international meeting of Architects Without Borders from around the world, offering an interesting 
program for professionals. The main theme will be post-war reconstruction and the role of 
architects in this process. Individual national organizations of Architects Without Borders will 
present their projects and operating principles. 
 
Architecture sans Frontières International (ASF-Int) is an umbrella organization for non-profit 
organizations that focus on architecture and urbanism with a social impact. Its mission is to 
promote sustainable and inclusive development through architecture and design, especially in 
places where communities are disadvantaged or face various challenges such as poverty, natural 
disasters, or lack of infrastructure. ASF-Int currently has 30 member organizations from different 
countries that participate in joint projects and initiatives. 
 
 
https://www.archiweb.cz/n/domaci/mezinarodni-setkani-architektu-bez-hranic 
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The best solution to homelessness is prevention, not spikes on benches, says co-founder 
of Architects Without Borders 
Pozitivní zprávy, April 16, 2024, interview, Karolína Kawuloková 
 
Article summary:  
 
A housing crisis, a sudden loss of income, or simply a combination of unfortunate circumstances. 
According to architect Karolína Kripnerová, these are the most common causes of 
homelessness. In our interview, we discussed not only the lack of affordable housing and socially 
sustainable architecture, but also homelessness abroad. "Every society is different, so of course 
you can't take the Finnish recipe and apply it to the Czech environment. But we can adopt the 
principles," says the co-founder of the Architects Without Borders association. 
 

 
 
https://pozitivni-zpravy.cz/nejlepsim-resenim-bezdomovectvi-je-prevence-ne-hroty-na-lavickach-ri
ka-spoluzakladatelka-architektu-bez-hranic/ 
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https://pozitivni-zpravy.cz/nejlepsim-resenim-bezdomovectvi-je-prevence-ne-hroty-na-lavickach-rika-spoluzakladatelka-architektu-bez-hranic/
https://pozitivni-zpravy.cz/nejlepsim-resenim-bezdomovectvi-je-prevence-ne-hroty-na-lavickach-rika-spoluzakladatelka-architektu-bez-hranic/


 
 
 
 
 
A walk through hostile architecture in public space 
ČtArt, April 27, 2024, invitation 
 
 

 
 
Event description: 
 
“The fundamental attribute of public space is that it belongs to everyone and should be 
accessible to all without restriction. But is it really welcoming to the whole of society? On a walk, 
participants will learn about manifestations of so-called hostile architecture, which pushes certain 
groups of people out of public space. Homeless people are most often the target of exclusion, but 
everyone suffers from hostile measures. Along the way, participants will also learn about 
examples of good practice.” 
 
 
https://art.ceskatelevize.cz/profil/architekti-bez-hranic-Wn5mb 
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Report from the exhibition Whose Problem Is It? 
Artyčok.TV, May 4, 2024, report by Jan Vidlička and audio recordings of discussions about the 
exhibition 
 
Today, we perceive homeless people as a common sight on the streets. Their numbers are 
growing, paradoxically especially in wealthy cities. Whether we walk through Prague or New York, 
the situation is the same, differing only in the number of people in need and the system in which 
they operate. 
 
The exhibition Whose Problem Is It? at VI PER was created in collaboration between architect 
Karolína Kripnerová and artist Janek Rous, who have long been involved in social issues such as 
housing affordability, exclusion, and homelessness. 
 
The report from the exhibition is supplemented by audio recordings from the accompanying 
program and a blog with more detailed information and sources for the chapters of the exhibition. 
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https://artycok.tv/cs/post/ci-je-to-problem 
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https://artycok.tv/cs/post/ci-je-to-problem?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR5ToYU6YwJpmWDcVykA1zGlipRW5bX6jkqGx84LF3GMxNwBHyHGsER_EEzdWw_aem_Xxi2bYmkYurgH2bjpcJmpw


 
 
 
 
 
Association bodies and membership 

The highest body of the association is the general meeting. The statutory body is the committee, 
which has two members: Karolína Kripnerová, Debora Štysová. 
The members of the association's audit committee are Pavlína Suchá, Vojtěch Sigmund, and 
Jakub Zuzula. 
 
The Architects Without Borders association has the following members: 
 
 
Vojtěch Sigmund 
David Knížek  
Laila Sabsabiová  
Pavlína Suchá 
Jakub Zuzula 
Eleonora Haislerová 
Jan Tilinger 
Debora Štysová 
Alena Richterová 
Kateřina Volková 
Anna Sigmundová 
Hana Cermanová 
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Association accounting  

 
Profit and loss statement and balance sheet below 
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Contact 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Architekti bez hranic, z. s.  
www.architektibezhranic.eu   
https://www.facebook.com/architektibezhranic/  
https://www.instagram.com/architektibezhranic/   
 
info@architektibezhranic.eu    

 
Registrace 8. 4. 2017 u Městského soudu v Praze   
Transparentní účet č. 2001215619 / 2010 (Fio banka) 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Annual Report of the Architects Without Borders Association for 2024 
Editing and graphic design: Pavlína Suchá, Karolína Kripnerová 
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